PROFILE Kaapo ljas is a Finnish conductor and a multifaceted
musician. Kaapo was elected as the Mills Williams Junior Fellow
in Conducting at the Royal Northern College of Music, a position
he finished in 2021. He has been fiercely interested in
composing, performance, drama, group dynamics and the
orchestra itself for all his life. In 2012 it lead him to conducting
studies Having started with the clarinet, he has approached
music from many angles. These varied experiences show in
Kaapo's conducting — broadmindedness, inventiveness, and
unprejudiced attitude is at the very core of his approach.

MAIN STUDIES

2019-21 Royal Northern College of Music,

Junior Fellow in Conducting/

International Artist Diploma
2015-17 Kungliga Musikhégskolan (Royal
Academy of Music), Stockholm
Master's degree, Orchestral Conducting
Professor: B Tommy Andersson

2015 ZUrcher Hochschule der Kuinste
Erasmus-exchange, Orchestral Conducting
Professor: Johannes Schiaefii

2012-15 Sibelius Academy, Helsinki

Youth class, Orchestral Conducting

Professor: Jorma Panula

2012-15 Sibelius Academy, Helsinki

Bachelor's degree, Wind Conducting

Professors: Peter Larsen and Atso Almila

2007-12 Sibelius Academy, Helsinki

Bachelor's degree, Music education

SELECTED MASTERCLASSES

9/2019 BBC Philharmonic masterclass, Manchester

Professor: Mark Heron
7-8/2018 Gstaad Menuhin Festival Conducting
Academy, Switzerland
Professors: Jaap van Zweden and
Johannes Schlaefl
9/2017 Riccardo Muti Opera Conducting
Academy, Ravenna, ltaly
Professor: Riccardo Muti
3/2017 The 8th Tonhalle-Orchester Zlrich
masterclass
Professor: David Zinman

7/2016 Jarvi Academy summer masterclass

SELECTION OF ORCHESTRAS WORKED WITH

IN CONCERTS Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Finnish
National Opera, Volksoper Wien, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra, Lahti Sinfonia, Ostrobothnian Chamber Orchestra,
Joensuu City Orchestra, Vorarlberg SO, Vaasa City Orchestra,
Turku Philharmonic, Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra,
Oulu Sinfonia, Jyvaskyla Sinfonia, Manchester Camerata, Tapiola
Sinfonietta, Norrkdping SO, Lappeenranta City Orchestra,
Seingjoki City Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic, Guards Band
Helsinki, Espoo Baroque, AANI-kollektiivi, Tampering-ensemble.

DURING MASTERCLASSES Tonhalle-Orchester ZUrich,
Gstaad Festival Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic, South Jutland SO,
Géavle Symfoniorkester, Norrlands Opera, Musikkollegium
Winterthur, Kurpfalzisches Kammerorchester (Mannheim),
Hradec Kralove Philharmonia.

OPERA

Rossini: La Cenerentola, Bregenzer Festspiele (2025)
Dove: Das Verzauberte Schwein, Volksoper Wien (2025),
Boermans/Kagarlitsky: Lass und die Welt vergessen, Volksoper
Wien (2025)

Madetoja: Pohjalaisia, Finnish National Opera (2024)

Arlen: Der Zauberer von Oz, Volksoper Wien (2023)

Kontu: Armi, Imajoen musiikkijuhlat (2023)

Korpijaakko: Ihmiset Kesaydssé (2023)

Helenius: Loputon Kapyla (2023)

Milhaud: Le Pauvre Matelot. Opera BOX (2022)

Ravel: [’Heure Espagnole, Opera BOX (2022)

Lindqgvist: Pelastustie - Réddningsvag (2022)

Kuusisto: Moomin-opera, Satakunnan Musiikkijuhlat (2022)
Kuusisto: Isdnmaan tyttéret, Tellus Opera (2021)
Ranta-Aho: Nemuru Otoko, Opera BOX (2021)

Kokkonen: Last Temptations, Teatro Productions (2021)
Offenbach: La Belle Hélene, Teatro Productions (2019)
Mozart: Don Giovanni, Operahbdgskolan (2017)
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Musicality and clarity of his gestures, operatic and dramatic instinct, exciting interpretations,
and his compassionate yet precise leadership are quickly gaining the Finnish conductor
Kaapo ljias an international reputation.

"By all accounts, ljas has an exciting career development going on, and it can be both seen
and heard that his main interest lies in the domain of opera. Both the gestures, with a
sensitive vocal accompaniment and an expressive phrasing left hand, as well as the tendency
to instill a distinctly dramatic dimension in the musical events spoke of clear operatic instincts.
So it was also in Mozart's Jupiter Symphony, which had an extra emotional golden shine in
ljas's hands.”

(Mats Lilieroos/Huvustadsbladet)

Having had a particular affinity for opera, while feeling equally at home in the symphonic
setting, ljas has already established a fruitful relationship with many orchestras and opera
houses, such as the Finnish National Opera, Volksoper Wien, Finnish Radio Symphony
Orchestra, Turku Philharmonic, Montpellier Opera Orchestra, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra, Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra, and Jyvaskyla Sinfonia.

This coming season ljas makes his debut at Bregenzer Festspiele conducting Rossini's La
Cenerentola, and in November 2025 he conducts the Finnish premiere of Ellen Reids opera
p rism (Ooppera Skaala, Aleksanterin teatteri, Helsinki). 2025-26 he also debuts with
Ostrobothnian Chamber Orchestra, and returns to Finnish Radio Orchestra as well as Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic.

ljas is a versatile musician with a diverse background. His musical journey began with clarinet
and composition, and he now regularly sings tenor in professional choirs such as the Helsinki
Chamber Choir. He has deep respect and interest towards musical cultures and genres
besides classical music including i.a. folk and arabic music. Since spring 2024 Kaapo is
board member and conducting partner in Ooppera Skaala and the Artistic leader of
VocalEspoo-festival.

"The most effortless and technically most versatile was the Finn Kaapo ljas who conducted
the fourth act of Aida — and he is clearly in the beginning of a big career."
(Walter Dobner/Die Presse)

In 2019, ljas was appointed to the position of Junior Fellow in Conducting at the Royal
Northern College of Music in Manchester. During the course of this two-year position in
England, he also completed an International Artist Diploma. Before the position, has studied
conducting at Kungliga Musikhdgskolan Stockholm (master’s degree), Sibelius Academy
(bachelor’s degree), and Zircher Hochschule fur Kunste, as well as participating in
international masterclasses around the world. His teachers and mentors during his studies
include Riccardo Muti, Johannes Schlaefli, Sir Mark Elder, Jaap van Zweden, David Zinman,
Neeme and Paavo Jarvi, Esa-Pekka Salonen, and Jorma Panula.



Kaapo ljaksen musikaalisen selkeé ja draamantajuinen elekieli, tulkintojen orgaaninen
ennakkoluulottomuus seké lempean tarkka tydskentely ovat herattaneet laajenevaa
kansainvalistd huomiota.

"lias har av allt att déma en spannande karridrutveckling pa gang och pa nagot sétt bade
syns och hérs det att hans huvudsakliga intresse ligger pa operans doméner. Savél
podieagerandet, med ett kansligt vokalt beledsagande och en uttrycksfullt fraserande
vansterhand, som tendensen att inympa en utprdglat dramatisk dimension i de musikaliska
skeendena skvallrade om tydliga operaméssiga instinkter. Sa inte minst i Mozarts
Jupitersymfoni, som i ljas hénder forldnades en extra emotionell guldkant.”

(Mats Liljeroos/Huvustadsbladet)

ljaksen 'oopperavaistot’ ovat saaneet kiitosta niin Suomessa kuin ulkomaillakin, mutta han on
yht& lailla kotonaan sinfonisen ohjelmiston parissa. ljas on lyhyessa ajassa luonut hedelmallisia
suhteita useisiin orkestereihin ja oopperataloihin joihin kuuluu mm. Suomen
Kansallisooppera,Volksoper Wien, Radion Sinfoniaorkesteri, Sinfonia Lahti, Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic, Puolan Radion Sinfoniaorkesteri (NOSPR), Turun ilharmoninen orkesteri ja
Jyvaskyla Sinfonia.

Tulevalla kaudella ljas tekee debyyttinsad Bregenzin copperafestivaaleilla johtaen Rossinin La
Cenerentola-oopperan, ja syksylla 2025 hanen johtamanaan saa Suomen ensiesityksen Ellen
Reidin ooppera p ri s m (Ooppera Skaala, Aleksanterin teatteri). 2025-26 ljas tekee
debyyttinsa Keskipohjanmaan kamariorkesterin kanssa ja palaa Radion Sinfoniaorkesterin ja
Liverpool Philharmonicin eteen.

Klarinetistina ja saveltdjana aloittanut ljas on monipuolinen ja laaja-alainen muusikko. Vahvan
klassisen taustan lisaksi hanella on palava kiinnostus ja kunnioitus lansimaisen taidemusiikin
ulkopuolisiin genreihin. Johtamisen liséksi han laulaa ammattilaiskuoroissa kuten Helsingin
Kamarikuoro ja Sibelius-Akatemian Vokaaliyhtye. Han on Ooppera Skaalan hallituksen
kapellimestarijasen ja vuodesta 2025 VocalEspoon taiteellinen johtaja.

"Kaikista [mestarikussin osallistujista] luontevin ja teknisesti monipuolisin oli suomalainen
Kaapo ljas, joka johti Aidan neljannen naytdksen — han on selvasti loistavan uran alussa.”
(Walter Dobner/Die Presse)

Vuonna 2019 ljas valittin Manchesterin RNCM-musiikkikorkeakoulun Junior Fellow in
Conducting-toimeen. Taman kaksivuotisen pestin aikana, han suoritti myds Internation Artist
Diploma-tutkinnon. Tata ennen han on opiskellut orkesterinjohtoa Tukholman
Kuninkaallisessa Musiikkikorkeakoulussa, Sibelius-Akatemiassa seké Zurichin
Taidekorkeakoulussa (ZHdK), ja on lisaksi osallistunut useille kansainvalisille mestarikursseille
ympari maailmaa. Hanen tarkeimpiin opettajiinsa kuuluu mm. Riccardo Muti, Johannes
Schlaefli, Jaap van Zweden, David Zinman, Neeme ja Paavo Jarvi, Esa-Pekka Salonen, ja
Jorma Panula.



